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December 9, 2019 

 

CC:PA:LPD:PR (REG-102508-16) 

Room 5203 

Internal Revenue Service 

P.O. Box 7604 

Ben Franklin Station 

Washington, D.C. 20044 

 

Re: RIN 1545-BN28, Guidance Under Section 6033 Regarding the Reporting Requirements of 

Exempt Organizations (REG-102508-16) 

 

Freedom Foundation comment 

 

 

Deputy Commissioner Wielobob,  

 

The Freedom Foundation is a nonprofit organization organized under 26 USC § 501(c)(3). 

Founded in 1991 in Olympia, Wash., the organization’s mission is to promote individual liberty, 

free enterprise and limited, accountable government. In recent years, the Foundation has opened 

additional offices in Oregon, California, and Ohio.   

 

Although the Foundation would not be directly affected by the proposed regulation, it strongly 

supports the Internal Revenue Service’s (IRS) proposal to modify 26 CFR § 1.6033-2(a)(2)(ii) to 

relieve organizations exempt from tax under 26 USC § 501(a), other than those designated by 26 

USC § 501(c)(3) or 26 USC § 527, from the obligation to disclose the names and addresses of 

their contributors to the IRS on annual 990 tax returns. 

 

Even though 26 USC § 6104(b) generally forbids the IRS from publicly disclosing contributor 

names and addresses, the systematic collection of such information by the government increases 

the likelihood of unauthorized or accidental disclosure.  

 

The consequences of such disclosure can be severe for the organizations and persons affected, as 

the Freedom Foundation’s experience confirms, and unnecessarily harm individuals’ First 

Amendment right to freely associate with and support organizations they believe in.  

 

As a tax-exempt organization under 26 USC § 501(c)(3), the Freedom Foundation does and will 

continue to disclose certain donor information to the IRS. Though the Foundation has not, to its 

knowledge, been the victim of unauthorized disclosures by the IRS, the publicly available 

information from the Foundation’s annual 990 tax returns has already been used by those 

opposed to the Foundation’s goals and mission to harass and defame members of its board of 

directors.  

 



2 

 

In recent years, officers of the Foundation’s board of directors have been personally and  

professionally targeted and harassed by the so-called Northwest Accountability Project (NAP) 

because of their association with the Foundation.1  

 

Funded by labor unions upset about the Freedom Foundation’s work to help public employees 

understand and exercise their constitutional right to refrain from joining a union, NAP’s ugly 

tactics have spanned a wide spectrum.2  

 

Members of the board have had letters mailed to their neighbors falsely accusing them of 

opposing the environment, women, the LGBTQ community, etc., even though these issues 

generally fall outside the Foundation’s areas of focus.  

 

Similarly, NAP has arranged pickets outside businesses owned by some board members, created 

special websites denouncing firms owned by members of the board, and otherwise sought to 

damage their reputation and income.3 

 

In one case in which NAP was able to identify a Freedom Foundation donor who didn’t serve on 

the board, the Murdoch Charitable Trust, it mounted a years-long intimidation and PR campaign 

against the Trust. The effort eventually targeted Jeffrey Grub, a Murdoch trustee who was also a 

vice president for Wells Fargo, personally.  

 

In an ominously threatening 2016 letter to Wells Fargo CEO John Stumpf, Lee Saunders, 

president of the American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees (AFSCME) — 

one of the largest labor unions and special interest groups in the country — expressed his 

“displeasure” at Mr. Grub’s support for the Freedom Foundation via his role at the Murdoch 

Trust. Saunders claimed that Mr. Grub, via Murdoch, had “[exposed] Wells Fargo to 

unnecessary reputational and financial risk” and urged Mr. Stumpf to “do all in your power to 

distance Wells Fargo from these kinds of organizations.”  

 

The Foundation has no doubt that similar, politically and financially motivated personal and 

professional targeting would occur were its list of donors publicly disclosed. At that point, it 

matters little whether the disclosure was legal or authorized. No American deserves to be the 

subject of such vile, unfounded attacks and accusations simply because they wish to use their 

own money to support organizations they agree with, whether civic, charitable or otherwise.  

 

Limiting the unnecessary government collection and storage of records of charitable giving is 

one way to protect Americans’ right to freely donate to causes and charities of their choice 

without fear of harassment from special interest groups or political opponents.  

 

Accordingly, the Foundation is pleased to see the IRS consider narrowing the requirement to  

                                                      
1 Ironically, NAP is tax-exempt under 26 USC § 501(c)(4), meaning that the organization behind these vile attacks 

would benefit from the present rulemaking, whereas the Freedom Foundation, as a 501(c)(3), would not. 
2 See the attached documents for examples of the type of harassment Foundation board members and supporters 

have endured from NAP.  
3 While the Foundation does not contend that members of a 501(c)(3) organization’s board of directors should no 

longer be disclosed on 990 tax returns, its experience shows what would happen should the list of its financial 

contributors become public. 
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report contributors names and addresses to only 501(c)(3) and 527 organizations and urges the 

IRS to retain this proposal in its final rule.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Maxford Nelsen 

Director of Labor Policy 

Freedom Foundation 

P.O. Box 552, Olympia, WA 98507 

(360) 956-3482 

MNelsen@FreedomFoundation.com 



August15, 2018 

Dear Michael Appleby, 

This is an important letter about one of your neighbors, Michael Appleby, who is a 
director for an extremist anti-worker group based in Olympia. 

Here in the Northwest, we are leading the nation in protecting the environment, honoring 
the rights Qf women and supporting working families. The rest of our nation looks to 
Washington as a beacon of economic growth and social justice. That's why it's shocking to 
learn that your neighbor, Michael Appleby, director at the Freedom Foundation, is trying 
to undermine all of our hard work. 

The Freedom Foundation poses as a non-partisan think tank, but in reality, they are 
members of a national network of ultra-conservative millionaires and billionaires including the 
Koch brothers. They support policies that strip environmental laws and eliminate taxes on 
the wealthy ... anything in the way of their benefactors' profit margins. They also work closely 
with white supremacist organizations and groups that seek to undermine LGBTQ rights. 

If our neighbor was perpetrating this harm on fellow citizens, we would be alarmed. Are 
you? Like wolves in sheep's clothing, the Freedom Foundation looks friendly enough on the 
outside, but a clear look at their actions reveals a much darker mission: 

Michael Appleby and the Freedom Foundation trying to attack working families: 

The Freedom Foundation has repeatedly opposed increases in the minimum wage, paid 
sick leave for all and fair scheduling. They have attacked striking educators and one staffer 
even said that a $15 minimum wage is "an idea so stupid only liberals can believe it." 

Michael Appleby and the Freedom Foundation against the environment: 

The Freedom Foundation filed a lawsuit to block policies that would combat climate 
change and protect the environment. 

Michael Appleby and the Freedom Foundation against women's rights: 

The Freedom Foundation's staff consistently attacks Planned Parenthood, an 
organization that is dedicated to providing women's health services, calling them a "radical 
social organization" 



Michael Appleby and the Freedom Foundation attacking LGBTQ rights: 

They share a funder with anti-LGBTQ hate groups and a group that practiced gay 
conversion therapy. 

Michael Appleby and the Freedom Foundation tolerating bigoted staff: 

A key Freedom Foundation staffer regularly posted racist and misogynistic content 
including jokes about battered women's shelters and called for the deportation of all Muslims. 
Another staffer compared the emotions of putting down a family dog to what slave owners felt 
when slaves died, saying: "We all know there were good and bad slave owners, just like there 
are good and bad dog owners." 

Perhaps you know Michael Appleby, or maybe you will meet him in the future. Either 
way, we wanted you to know that he is working very hard with the Freedom Foundation, leading 
an assault on Washington's working families, the environment and equal rights. Next time you 
see him, we hope you'll ask him why. 

Sincerely, 

The concerned staff of The Northwest Accountability Project 

The Northwest Accountabil ity Project is a 50 I (c)(4) soc ial welfare organization dedicated to educating the publ ic on 

the issues that enhance the well-being of middle-class families and workers while shining a light on extremism and 

the moneyed special interests that attempt to bring an agenda of hate and division to Washington and Oregon. 

Find out how you can help at nwaccountabilityproject.com 



DO YOU REALIZE WHO LIVES 
DOWN THE STREET? 

FACTS FOR NEIGHBORS OF THE FREEDOM FOUNDATION 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Against Environmental:-~ 
Protections 

Against Women's 
Rights 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~-!,~--~ 
: .-· ~-~ 

Against LCBTQ 
Community 

Against Immigrant 
Rights 

••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Has Ties with White 
Supremacists 

.. ;f: 

The Freedom Foundation has 
repeatedly opposed increases in 

the minimum wage. (1} 

The Freedom Foundation has 
fargu~d again~t paid si'ck days; '(2} - .. ,>,l 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

The Freedom Foundation filed a 
lawsuit to block policies that would 

combat climate change and 
protect our environment. (3) 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
The Freedom Foundation's staff 

consistently attacks Planned 
Parenthood, calling them a "radical 

social organization" (4} 

••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Freedom Foundation staff publicly 
opposed the Supreme Court ruling 
that legalized same-sex marriage. 

(5) 

The Freedom Foundation is all ied 
with the American Legislative 
Exchange Council. who have 

promoted anti -immigrant and voter 
suppression bills across the nation. 

{6,7} 

••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
The Freedom Foundation is an 

affiliate of the State Policy Network. 
a national network of organizations 

with ties to anti-immigrant and 
white supremacist groups. (8) 

(1) 'Rally for $15 Minimum Wage to Be Held at Yakima McDonald's" Yakima Herald-Republic, April 15. 2015 (2) "Nearly 9.000 Hospitalized 
for Flu in Ohio: Many Didn't Have Paid Sick Days• Cleveland Plain Dealer. April 30, 2015 (3) "Governor Overstepped Bounds With Climate­

Change Executive Order. Says Lawsuit" Washington State Wire, 7/23/2010 (4) "Freedom Foundation Again Assists An Employee Whose 
Civil Rights Were Violated By SEIU 775." July 31. 2015 (5) Freedom Daily Podcast. June 29. 2015 (6) 

httpJ/alecexposed.org/w/images/2/2d/7K5-No_Sanctuary_Ci ties_for_l llegal_lmmigrants_Act_Exposed.pdf (7) 
http://www.prwatch.org/files/spn_national_report_final.pdf Center for Media and Democracy. accessed May 26, 2015 (8) Conservative 

Transparency, Freedom Foundation. accessed 8/6/2018 and CuideStar, Sarah Scaife Foundation. 2013 Form 990 Received from the IRS, 
accessed 8/6/2018; Southern Poverty Law Center, accessed 8/6/2018 
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THE DARK SECRET OF CONNER HOMES 
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW BEFORE YOU BUY 

Here in the Northwest. we are leading 

the nation in protecting the 

environment. honoring the rights of 

women. supporting working families 

and resisting Trump's agenda of hate 

and division. 

These are the values of Washingtonians 

and Oregonians and the values that we 

expect from our business community. 

That's why it's shocking to learn that 

Conner Homes. builder of the homes 

you are visiting, is trying to undermine 

all of our hard work. 

How is it happening? Charlie Conner. 

the sole owner and president of Conner 

Homes, was a long-term board 

member of the Freedom Foundation. a 

right wing extremist group funded by 

the Koch Brothers. Charlie is not 

merely a supporter of the Freedom 

Foundation. his family name sits 

proudly on the front door of the 

Freedom Foundation's office, with the 

ironic moniker: "Conner Freedom 

Center." 

DOES THIS SOUND LIKE SOMEONE 
YOU'D BUY A HOUSE FROM? 

®~1 
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CONNER HOMES AND THE 
FREEDOM FOUNDATION: 

Attacking Working Families: 

The Freedom Foundation has repeatedly opposed 

increases in the minimum wage. and paid sick 

leave, Calling a $15 minimum wage ·an idea so 

stupid only liberals can believe it." 

Attacking the Environment: 

The Freedom Foundation filed a lawsuit to block 

policies that would combat climate change and 

protect the environment. 

Attacking the LGBTQ Community & Women: 

They share funding with anti-LGBTQ hate groups 

and a group that practiced gay conversion 

therapy. That same funder has given millions to 

so-called Crisis Pregnancy Centers. fake health 

clinics that deceive women about abortion 

services. 

Aligning with groups that fuel White Supremacy: 

The Freedom Foundation belongs to a national 

network which shares connections with groups 

that attack the LGBTQ community, communities 

of color. women's rights and fuel white 

supremacy in our country. 

DD YOU SHARE HIS VALUES? 

CHARLIE CONNER OF CONNER HOMES 

T11t l\11_1. !\NI) MMULYN CONNI.{( 

rREEDOM CENTER 
- ·-- - -- - =-- -

' 

··~~-
THE CONNER FREEDOM CENTER 

PROTECT YOUR NEIGHBORS 

The Freedom Foundation poses as a non-partisan 

think tank, but in reality, they are members of a 

national network of ultra-conservative millionaires 

and billionaires including the Koch brothers. They 

support policies that gut workplace safety, strip 

environmental laws. and eliminate taxes on the 

wealthy .... anything in the way of their benefactors' 

profit margins. They also work closely with white 

supremacist organizations and groups that seek 

to undermine LGBTQ rights. 

It's time for local wealthy businessmen like 

Charlie Conner to stop taking our money while 

guiding right-wing extremist organizations. 

Unsuspecting home shoppers need to know the 

true damage Charlie Conner and The Freedom 

Foundation are doing to our community. It's time 

to #cleanupconnerhomes! 

This message produced by The Northwest 

Accountability Project. Learn how you can help at 

nwaccountabilityproject.com 













 
 



 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 




